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PURCHASE A BRICK 

FOR OUR NEW 

GROUP HOME 

Donors can purchase bricks with their names and messages engraved on 

them.  These bricks will be installed on the front walk of our new group 

home which is scheduled to be completed this spring.  Every day, our staff, 

residences and guests will see your name and messages.  This a great way 

to support Angels Unaware and leave a message that will last for many 

years.  Click on the brick above to order your brick.   

 

Thank you for your support! 

New Group Home 

http://www.polarengraving.com/AngelsUnaware


A Word From Ross 

 

 From the Desk of Ross O’Banion, Executive Director 
 
 “No one is safe as long as the Legislature is in session “  quoted a legisla-

tor.  So with that warning in mind we must remember that our responsibility is to 

stay engaged in the process, and be passionate about the issues.    The most im-

portant issue facing the Developmentally Disabled in Florida is summed up into 

one word – “FUNDING”.  This is how it stacks up this year. 

 
 Governor Scott is recommending funding to serve all the individuals with 

“critical needs” on the Agency for Persons with Disabilities waiver waiting list.  

The total waiting list is currently in excess of 20,000, but this would only be tar-

geted toward a smaller portion of that list.  Governor Scott’s proposed 2014-15 

budget includes $1.14 billion for APD with $20 million to serve the waiting list.  

The funding would be to enroll about 1,400 individuals into the APD Home and 

Community-Based Services Medicaid Waiver so they can pay for services in their 

local community.   This is the second year the Governor has recommended fund-

ing to serve the waiting list.  The Governor’s budget proposal is receiving unani-

mous praise from disability stakeholders.  APD Director Barbara Palmer said, this 

money will allow APD to serve everyone on the list with ‘Critical needs”. 

 
 Additionally, there is 1 million to assist people on the waiver waiting list 

who have indicated that they want to go to work.   This money which is the sec-

ond year of funding will continue to pay for Supported Employment and other re-

lated services for about 400 citizens with DD.   Also there is $1.8 million for a new 

APD data system that will provide service-specific information from providers re-

garding service delivery dates and progress, as well as better verification that ser-

vices were delivered at the times and locations that were authorized by APD.  It 

will also include an electronic client central record that will provide the agency 

with information that can be used to more effectively serve individuals by providing 

electronic information that will track provider services and client progress.  

 
 This is great news for the DD community.  Pleases take the time to write 

Governor Scott and thank him, and then contact every legislator in your delegation 

and ask them to support the Governor’s budget concerning APD.  Remember to 

encourage them to increase the rates that  providers are paid to provide services 

as most of the rates have not been adjusted upward in excess of 8 to 10 years.  

With business costs increasing this is a real need that cannot be ignored much 

longer. 

 

 Our new home is almost ready for the consumers at Angels #2.  Enclosed 

in this newsletter is a wish list that you, your church or service club, or your busi-

ness could do to help us get this replacement home designed for the consumers 

that we have in wheelchairs, opened and running.   Please take the time to review 

this list and see what you can do.  Big or small we would appreciate any assistance 

you can do. 
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Mission Statement 
 

 

Angels Unaware, Inc. is a 

non-profit corporation op-

erating in Hillsborough 

County, whose express 

goal is to provide quality 

professional residential 

group-home care and sup-

ported living services for 

severe and profound devel-

opmentally disabled indi-

viduals.  We currently own 

and operate eight homes 

serving forty nine handi-

capped residents. Each 

home is highly specialized 

to serve the individual 

needs of its residents.  Cur-

rent training utilizes a be-

havioral management ap-

proach designed to meet 

the needs of each individ-

ual.  A board of directors, 

made up of parents and 

concerned citizens from the 

community, governs the 

corporation. 

 

 A copy of Angels Unaware’s 

official registration and finan-

cial information may be ob-

tained from the division of 

consumer services by calling 

toll-free 1-800-435-7352 

(refer to CH8732).  Registra-

tion does not imply endorse-

ment, approval, or recom-

mendation by the state. 
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Angels Unaware needs  

your help! 

 
Please check with your Tax 

Advisor and consider a dona-

tion to Angels Unaware, Inc. 

and the Developmentally 

Disabled we serve. Donations 

to Angels Unaware are eligi-

ble for tax exemption consid-
eration and benefit subject to 

current tax laws. Our regular 

donors are reminded that 

donations must be post-

marked by December 31, 

2014 in order to be credited 

to the 2014 tax year. 

 

 

 

 

H.A.L.O. 
Update  

 

 
 

The H.A.L.O. Foundation 

supports  

Angels Unaware, Inc.  

 
Our new group home is 

now in the finishing  stages 

and should be completed 

this spring. 

 

 

 The H.A.L.O. Foundation 

c/o Angels Unaware 

P.O. Box 270040 

Tampa, Florida 33688-0040 

www.halo-foundation.com 

 

 
 

2014 

H.A.L.O. 
Board Members  

 
President - Bob Albano 

Vice Pres. - Cliff May 

Secretary - Ford Smith 

Treasurer - Mike Sweeney 

 
Thanks to our HALO Board Member, Ford Smith and RJ Huebert, race direc-

tor, two great races are in the works and The HALO Foundation will be one 

of the beneficiaries,  The Great Mother’s Day Race will be held at Al Lopez 

Park in Tampa.  Of course, we want everybody to participate, but we also 
need sponsors.  Most of the sponsorship money goes directly to The HALO 

Foundation.  If your company or organization would like to support us, please 

click on the link below.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Click here for sponsorship information            Click here to register 

http://www.halo-foundation.com/
http://www.angelsunaware.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/Final2014GMDRSponsorLetter.pdf
http://greatmothersdayrace.com/
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Angels Unaware 

is looking for 

new board 

members. 

 

Please contact 

our office for 

more informa-

tion. 

 

 
Thanks to our HALO Board Member, Ford Smith and RJ Huebert, race di-

rector, two great races are in the works and The HALO Foundation will be 

one of the beneficiaries,  The Great Father’s Day Race will be held at Al Lo-

pez Park in Tampa.  Of course, we want everybody to participate, but we 
also need sponsors.  Most of the sponsorship money goes directly to The 

HALO Foundation.  If your company or organization would like to support 

us, please click on the link below.  Thank you for your support. 

 

Click here for sponsorship information            Click here to register 

 

Contact us 
 

Angels Unaware, Inc. 

P.O. Box 270040 
Tampa, Florida  

33688-0040 

813-961-1159 
 

angels@angelsunaware.com 
 
 

Please visit our web site at 
www.angelsunaware.com 

http://www.angelsunaware.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/Final2014GFDRSponsorLetter.pdf
http://greatfathersdayrace.com/
http://www.angelsunaware.com/wp-content/uploads/2008/07/LOOKING-FOR-RESIDENTIAL-PLACEMENT.pdf

