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2007 Annual Family Picnic  

Angels Unaware held their 
annual Family Picnic on Sep-
tember 15th at Lowry Park.  
The picnic was well attended 
by consumers, family and 
staff.  The lunch fare was bar
-b-que chicken and brat-
wurst with all the fixinõs.  
Many families brought de-
serts.     
 

Lowry Park is always a great 
place to have our picnic.  The 
park offers great pavilions 
and many spent the after-
noon at the zoo. 
 

Our Restaurant Raffle draw-
ing was held at the picnic.  
The winners and participat-
ing restaurants are listed in 
this newsletter.   
 

We want to thank John Rodriguez the senior legislative assistant 
to Representative Michael Scionte for joining us and getting to 
know about Angels and 
our residentsõ needs.  
Representative Scionte 
was unable to attend as 
he is serving in the mili-
tary in Iraq at the pre-
sent time.  Also, many 
thanks to all the volun-
teers, staff and board 
members that helped 
out. 



30 Years of Dedication to Angels 

 

Who Makes the Difficult Choices? 
 

At Angels Unaware Inc. that 

person is our Executive 

Director, Ross H. O'Banion 

Jr.  This December will be 

his 30th year of service to 

the consumers of our or-

ganization.  When Ross was 

hired as executive director 

there was only one group 

home.  Today we have 8 

group homes and a sup-

ported living program.  

 

 
There have been many ups 

and more downs during that 

time.  In any organization 

there is one person who 

must make difficult choices 

but it is these choices that 

keeps the organization up 

and running.  For the past 18 

of these years I have seen 

Ross agonize over, not only 

not being able to give raises to deserving staff but, because of funding 

cuts, having to cut salaries (including his own) to help make ends 

meet.  What motivates him to hang in there?  Well, right now there are 49 reasons, and they 

are our òAngelsó.  The consumers of Angels Unaware Inc. and their families have a strong advo-

cate, protector and friend in Ross H. O'Banion Jr.                                                                                                         

       By Dixie Martinez, Office Manager 

Page 2 

Mission Statement 
 

 

Angels Unaware, Inc. is a 

non-profit corporation op-

erating in Hillsborough 

County, whose express 

goal is to provide quality 

professional residential 

group-home care and sup-

ported living services for 

severe and profound devel-

opmentally disabled indi-

viduals.  We currently own 

and operate eight homes 

serving forty nine handi-

capped residents. Each 

home is highly specialized 

to serve the individual 

needs of its residents.  Cur-

rent training utilizes a be-

havioral management ap-

proach designed to meet 

the needs of each individ-

ual.  A Board of Directors, 

made up of parents, con-

cerned professionals and 

other concerned citizens 

from the community, gov-

erns the Corporation. 

 

Letter From the PresidentðGary Pailthorp 
 
 For those of you who were unable to attend, the picnic was a great success.  We had 

to tolerate a little rain, but we managed to get everyone fed and I believe everyone had a good 

time.  I want to thank John Rodriguez the senior legislative assistant to Representative Michael 

Scionte for joining us and getting to know about Angels and our residentsõ needs.  Representa-

tive Scionte was unable to attend as he is serving in the military in Iraq at the present time,  

While at the picnic, we wrapped up the Restaurant Raffle by drawing the names of the winners.  

If you havenõt received a letter notifying you that you won then youõll want to buy even more 

tickets next year to increase your chances.  Our raffle brought in more than in any of the pre-

vious years and for that we can only thank the many folks who help us with this fund raiser. 

 
 I want to thank everyone involved in the picnic.  The staff and a group of volunteers 

worked very hard to set-up the serving lines, cook the food and clean-up afterward.  Other 

staff members got the residents ready and transported then to Lowry Park.  They escorted 

them through the Zoo, brought them to the picnic and then back home.  The magnitude of the 

effort required to accomplish this is enormous and it takes a special group of people to turn 

out on a Saturday to help our residents enjoy a day in the park and a picnic.  Thanks to every-

one involved. 

Openings are still 

available for 

additional Board 

Members.  

 
Please contact our 

office to see how you 

can join our board. 


